3QO                 THROUGH  LANDS  OF THE BIBLE

have made such a remark about his spiritual life. In the most
friendly way the three men sit down on a rock jutting out into
the sea and thiash out the question of Christianity veisus
paganism,

Their conversation is long and learned, Gaccilius defends
the gods of Rome; Octavius expounds the faith of Christ,
He admits that before lie was convened he was more than a
sceptic, and as a lawyer had piobnbly tortuicd Christians
who had confessed their faith, in the hope of making them
recant. He proceeds to expound the Christian doctrines,
and the end of the convcisntion is the conversion of Csecilius,

" After this we retiicd, all three joyful and happy; Crccilius
because he believed, Oclavius because he was victorious, and I
myself because of the conversion of the one and the victory
of the other."

I was happy to have ended my journey at Ostia among such
memories as these. It pleased me to think that I had seen the
Euphrates flowing southward through Mesopotamia, that
I had seen the Nile cairying Egypt on its ancient banks, and
that now, at last, 1 stood with my journey complete upon the
place where the Tiber once brought ships to Ostia, I walked
thoughtfully away through this old town, feeling the regret
for something over and done, but hoping that a man may
not have fared too badly if he returns from his travels with
those words in his heart which were said in this town of
Oslia so long ago: C( Nothing is far from God,"